
B O O K  C L U B  K I T



 1 .  W h at  n ew  t h i n g s  d i d  y o u  l e a r n
a b o u t  t h e  b o o k ’s  t i m e  a n d  p l ac e  
s et t i n g s?

2 .  D i d  t h e  n ove l ’s  h i st o r y  o r
p e rs o n a l - st o r y  e l e m e nt  i nt e re st  y o u
m o st ?

3 .  W h i c h  p a r t  of  J o rd a n’s  j o u r n e y
m o st  c a pt u re d  y o u r  i nt e re st ?

4 .  As i d e  fro m  n a r rat o r  J o rd a n ,  w h at
c h a ract e rs  m o st  i nt r i g u e d  y o u ?

5 .  W h at  c h a ract e r  c h a n g e d  t h e  m o st
ove r  t h e  c o u rs e  of  t h e  st o r y ?

6.  T h e  b o o k  as ks  s o m e  t o u g h
q u e st i o n s .  D o  a n y  st i l l  l i n g e r  w i t h
y o u ?

7.  W h at  l i fe  t r u t h s  d i d  y o u  t a ke  away
fro m  re ad i n g  t h e  b o o k ?

D I S C U S S I O N
Q U E ST I O N S



Q :  M a n y  rev i ewe rs  s ay  t h e  b o o k  re ad s  l i ke  a

m e m o i r  b e c au s e  of  J o rd a n’s  c o m p l ex  a n d  r i c h

n a r rat i o n .  H ow  d i d  y o u  d eve l o p  t h e  c h a ract e r

of  J o rd a n ,  a n d  was  t h e re  a  s p e c i f i c  p ro c e s s

t o  g et  i nt o  h i s  h e ad ?

A :  M u c h  of  t h e  n ove l  i s  b as e d  o n  eve nt s  a n d

c h a ract e rs  fro m  m y  fa m i l y ’s  h i st o r y .  J o rd a n’s

c h a ract e r  was  a  m i x  of  fa m i l y  m e m b e rs ,

i n c l u d i n g  m y s e l f,  a n d  m a n y  of  h i s  t h o u g ht s  a n d

q u e st i o n s  we re  m y  ow n .

Q :  T h e  b o o k  ex p l o re s  a  l ot  of  A m e r i c a n

h i st o r y ,  a n d  eve n  m o re  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  O k l a h o m a

h i st o r y .  W h at  i n s p i re d  y o u  t o  u s e  t h i s

b ac kd ro p,  a n d  d i d  y o u  d raw  o n  a n y  of  y o u r

ow n  ex p e r i e n c e s  g row i n g  u p  i n  O k l a h o m a  w h i l e

w r i t i n g  t h e  n ove l ?

A :  We’re  t o l d  t o  “ w r i t e  w h at  y o u  k n ow.”  B e i n g  a

fo u r t h - g e n e rat i o n  O k l a h o m a n ,  t h e  b ac kd ro p

was  a  n at u ra l  o n e ,  a n d  t h e  n ove l  d raws  h e av i l y

o n  act u a l  ex p e r i e n c e s  fro m  t h e  l i ve s  of  a l l  fo u r

g e n e rat i o n s  of  m y  fa m i l y ,  g o i n g  b ac k  t o  t h e

1 8 0 0 s .  As  a  h i st o r y  b u f f  w h o  g rew  u p  ro a m i n g

t h e  c re e ks  a n d  r i ve rs  of  s m a l l -t ow n ,  we st e r n

O k l a h o m a ,  m u c h  of  i t  fe l l  i nt o  p l ac e  p ret t y

n at u ra l l y .

AU T H O R  I N T E RV I E W



Q :  W h at  d i d  y o u  d i s c ove r  a b o u t  y o u rs e l f  w h e n

w r i t i n g  J o rd a n’s  st o r y ?

A :  W i t h  h i s  j o u r n e y  s o m ew h at  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o

m y  ow n ,  t h e  w r i t i n g  was  i n  s o m e  way s

c at h a r t i c — y o u  c a n  s ay  t h i n g s  i n  a  n ove l  t h at

y o u  c o u l d  n ot  ot h e r w i s e .  I ’ ve  b e c o m e  m o re

awa re  of  t h e  ro l e s  of  i ro n y  a n d  c h a n c e  i n  o u r  

l i ve s ,  a n d  h ow  l ove  a n d  l o s s  s o  oft e n  t rave l

t o g et h e r.

Q :  J o rd a n  a n d  h i s  fat h e r  h ave  a  c o m p l i c at e d

re l at i o n s h i p  t h at  i m p act s  t h e m  i n  b ot h  p o s i t i ve

a n d  n e g at i ve  way s .  W h o  i n  y o u r  l i fe  h ave  y o u

l e a r n e d  fro m ,  a n d  w h o  h as  i m p act e d  y o u  t h e

m o st ?

A :  M y  ow n  re l at i o n s h i p  w i t h  m y  fat h e r  was

ve r y  t ro u b l e d  as  a  b o y — h e  d e m a n d e d  a  l ot  of

m e,  a n d  h i s  m i l i t a r y - st y l e  d i s c i p l i n e  at  t i m e s

b o rd e re d  o n  a b u s e .  O ve r  t i m e,  t h e  s c a rs

h e a l e d .  M y  l ast  wo rd s  t o  h i m ,  as  h e  l ay  d y i n g

of  a  b u rst  ao r t a ,  we re  t h at  I  l ove d  h i m .  I ’ ve

s i n c e  b e c o m e  m o re  a p p re c i at i ve  of  t h e  va l u e s

h e  i n st i l l e d  i n  m y  b rot h e rs  a n d  m e  a n d  t h e i r

i m p act  o n  o u r  l i ve s .  M y  m ot h e r ’s  l ove — l i ke  t h at

of  J o rd a n’s  m ot h e r,  R ac h e l —was  eve r - p re s e nt  

a n d  u n c o n d i t i o n a l .  W h i l e  I  l e a r n e d  m o re  fro m

m y  fat h e r.  I  l ove d  m y  m ot h e r  m o re .  O t h e rs

h ave  h ad  a  p o s i t i ve  i m p act  o n  m y  l i fe —

t e ac h e rs ,  m e nt o rs ,  m i n i st e rs ,  fr i e n d s— s o m e  of

w h o s e  f i rst  o r  l ast  n a m e s  m ad e  t h e i r  way  i nt o  

t h e  n ove l ’s  t ex t .



Q :  T h e  b o o k  fo l l ows  t h e  M c C l e l l a n  fa m i l y  ove r

a  s p a n  of  m a n y  d e c ad e s .  W h at  m ad e  y o u

d e c i d e  t o  st r u ct u re  i t  t h i s  way ,  a n d  d i d  t h at

p re s e nt  a n y  u n i q u e  c h a l l e n g e s?

A :  I  fe l t  a  s p a n  of  s i x t y  y e a rs  was  n e c e s s a r y

t o  t e l l  m y  st o r y ,  w h i c h  fo l l owe d  t h re e

g e n e rat i o n s  of  t h e  fa m i l y  fro m  t h e  l at e  1 8 8 0 s

u nt i l  195 1 .  W h i l e  i t  c o u l d  e as i l y  h ave  i n c l u d e d

a n ot h e r  s i x t y  y e a rs ,  I  fe l t  t h at  wo u l d  re q u i re

t o o  l o n g  a  n ove l — a  b i t  u n re a l i st i c  fo r  a  f i rst-

t i m e  n ove l i st .  S i n c e  t h e  st o r y  b e g a n  j u st

b efo re  t h e  m e et i n g  of  t h e  n a r rat o r ’s  p a re nt s ,

I  fe l t  i t  was  l o g i c a l  t o  e n d  i t  s h o r t l y  aft e r

t h e i r  p as s i n g .  

As i d e  fro m  t h e  n e e d  fo r  re s e a rc h i n g  s u c h  a

l o n g  p e r i o d  fo r  t h e  s a ke  of  h i st o r i c a l

ac c u rac y ,  c o n s i d e ra b l e  c a re  was  t a ke n  i n

d e c i d i n g  o n  t h i n g s  l i ke  c h a ract e r  b i r t h d at e s

a n d  ag e s  t o  m e s h  w i t h  act u a l  eve nt s—was

b rot h e r  D a n n y  t h e  r i g ht  ag e  t o  h ave  fo u g ht  i n

Wo r l d  Wa r  I I ,  et c?  T h e  l o n g  p e r i o d  c re at e d

c e r t a i n  st r u ct u ra l  p ro b l e m s  re l at e d  t o  t h e

p l ac e m e nt  of  p l ot  p o i nt s ,  a n d  l o n g  fa m i l y

s ag as  c a n  p re s e nt  s p e c i a l  p ro b l e m s  i n

e st a b l i s h i n g  a n  e a r l y ,  c o re  c o nf l i ct— i n  t h i s

c as e ,  b etwe e n  s o n  a n d  fat h e r — a n d

m a i nt a i n i n g  i t  t h ro u g h  s i x t y  y e a rs .



Q :  T h e  b o o k  fo l l ows  J o rd a n  as  h e  ex p e r i e n c e s

m u l t i p l e  h i st o r i c a l  eve nt s ,  wo r l d  t rave l s ,  a n d

eve n  p r i s o n — a l l  i n  v i v i d  d et a i l .  W h at  d i d  y o u r

re s e a rc h  p ro c e s s  l o o k  l i ke  t o  e n s u re  t h e

ac c u rac y  a n d  re a l i s m  d i s p l ay e d  i n  O f  S a i nt s

a n d  R i ve rs ?

A :  H av i n g  w r i t t e n  h i st o r i c a l  a r t i c l e s  fo r

m ag a z i n e s  fo r  s eve ra l  y e a rs ,  I  was  a l re ad y

fa m i l i a r  w i t h  m u c h  of  w h at  I  w rot e  a b o u t  i n  m y

n ove l ,  a n d  m u c h  of  m y  re s e a rc h  m at e r i a l

( b o o ks ,  n ews  a r t i c l e s ,  et c . )  was  a l re ad y  o n  m y

b o o ks h e l ve s .  S i n c e  m y  g ra n d fat h e r  s p e nt

n e a r l y  t h re e  y e a rs  i n  t h e  O k l a h o m a  St at e

Pe n i t e nt i a r y  i n  M c A l e st e r  ( b efo re  b e i n g

p a rd o n e d  b y  t h e  G ove r n o r) ,  b efo re  I  was  b o r n ,

I  i m m e rs e d  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  st u d y  of  d e s c r i pt i o n s

a n d  m a p s  of  t h e  p l ac e .  W h i l e  I ’ ve  b e e n  t o  t h e

C a r i b b e a n  a n d  M ex i c o ,  I  k n ew  l i t t l e  of  s a i l i n g

t h e  s e as  a n d  d i d  c o n s i d e ra b l e  re ad i n g  o n  s u c h

d u r i n g  m y  w r i t i n g .  T h e  s a m e  i s  t r u e  of  t h e

c h a pt e rs  i nvo l v i n g  s e m i n a r y ,  t h o u g h  I ’ ve

p e rs o n a l l y  k n ow n  s eve ra l  w h o’ ve  at t e n d e d

s e m i n a r y .  T h e re  we re  a l s o  C at h o l i c  n u n s  i n  o u r

fa m i l y .



W h at  b e g a n  as  a  s i m p l e  w i s h  t o  l e ave  b e h i n d

s o m e  re c o rd  of  o u r  fa m i l y  h i st o r y  a n d  w h at  I

fe l t ,  l ove d ,  a n d  b e l i eve d ,  g rew  s o m e h ow,  ove r

t i m e,  i nt o  a  n ove l .  As  a  re s u l t ,  t h e re  a re  a

n u m b e r  of  re a l - l i fe  fa m i l y  p a ra l l e l s  i n  t h e

st o r y :  m y  g re at  g ra n d fat h e r  act u a l l y

w i t n e s s e d  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  h i s  fa m i l y  b y  I n d i a n s  as

a  b o y ,  b efo re  b e c o m i n g  

a  Texas  R a n g e r,  U.S .  

M a rs h a l ,  r i d i n g  t h e  

We st e r n  C at t l e  Tra i l ,  

a n d  s et t l i n g  a l o n g  t h e  

C a n ad i a n  R i ve r  i n  

we st e r n  O k l a h o m a .  T h e  

fa m i l y  h o m e st e ad  

was  l at e r  l o st  

d u r i n g  t h e  D e p re s s i o n .  
As  a  y o u n g  m a n ,  m y  g ra n d fat h e r  s e r ve d  p r i s o n

t i m e  fo r  h i t t i n g  a n d  k i l l i n g  a  p e d e st r i a n  w h i l e  

Lee, Russell, photographer. The Canadian River.
McIntosh County, Oklahoma.  1940. 

d r i v i n g  i nt ox i c at e d .  T h e  wa rs ,

a l o n g  w i t h  t e r m i n a l  d i s e as e ,

t o o k  a  h e av y  t o l l  o n  o u r  fa m i l y

a n d ,  l i ke  J o rd a n ,  I  h ad  a

t ro u b l e d  re l at i o n s h i p  w i t h  m y

fat h e r  w h e n  y o u n g .  I  s e r i o u s l y

c o n s i d e re d  e nt e r i n g  t h e

m i n i st r y  b efo re  c h a n g i n g  m y

Jim Logan’s father. World War II.

A  L E T T E R  F RO M  
T H E  AU T H O R



W h i l e  s o m e  c re at i ve

l i c e n s e  was  t a ke n  fo r  t h e

s a ke  of  st o r y ,  m u c h  of

J o rd a n’s  j o u r n e y  m i r ro re d

m y  ow n .  I t ' s  e s s e nt i a l  w i t h

h i st o r i c a l  n ove l s  t h at  t h e

d at e s  a n d  fact s  of

s i g n i f i c a nt  h i st o r i c a l

eve nt s  b e  ac c u rat e .  

s u c h  a  way  t h at  a l l  we re

c re d i b l e — re q u i r i n g  a

c a refu l  st o r y  o u t l i n e

b efo re  a n y  w r i t i n g  eve n

b e g a n .  

A  m a j o r  (a n d  ag o n i z i n g)

d e c i s i o n  was  i n  d e c i d i n g —

h a l fway  t h ro u g h  t h e  n ove l

m i n d  ove r  t ro u b l i n g  t h e o l o g i c a l  q u e st i o n s .

A m o n g  m y  b rot h e rs ,  m y s e l f,  a n d  fa m i l y ,  we  h ad

o u r  s h a re  of  e a r l y  ro m a nt i c  m i s ad ve nt u re s .  

A bulldozer pushes rubble from a tornado from a
tornado-leveled lot at Woodward into the street

where loaders will pile it on trucks for removal.

A  m a j o r  c h a l l e n g e  was  t h e  m e s h i n g  of  t h e s e

w i t h  t h e  st o r y ’s  p l ot  a n d  s i x t y - y e a r  t i m e l i n e  i n  

Oklahoma State Penitentiary in McAlester. 1927.

—t o  c h a n g e  t h e  n a r rat i ve  vo i c e  fro m  t h i rd -

p e rs o n  o m n i s c i e nt  t o  f i rst  p e rs o n .  W h i l e  t h i rd

p e rs o n  of fe re d  t h e  ad va nt ag e  of  a n  a l l - s e e i n g ,

a l l - k n ow i n g  p e rs p e ct i ve ,  I  fe l t  t h e  f i rst- p e rs o n

n a r rat i ve  of fe re d  a  m u c h  m o re  i nt i m at e  s h a r i n g

w i t h  t h e  re ad e r.



c o nve rs at i o n s ,  ove r h e a rd

re m a r ks ,  a n d  ot h e r  m e a n s .  I

fe l t  i t  i m p o r t a nt  t o  t o u c h  o n

a  few  i m p o r t a nt  t h e m e s—

p re j u d i c e ,  ad d i ct i o n ,  m a r i t a l

a n d  p a re nt a l  c o nf l i ct ,  l ove

a n d  l o s s ,  g r i ef,  re l i g i o u s

d o u bt ,  fo rg i ve n e s s ,  a n d  t h e

ro l e  of  c h a n c e  i n  o u r  l i ve s .  I  

  I t ’s  p r i m a r y  l i m i t at i o n —

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  fo l l ow i n g  t h e

l i ve s  of  f i ve  d i f fe re nt  fa m i l y

m e m b e rs— l ay  i n  i t s  m u c h

n a r rowe r  w i n d ow  of

p e rs p e ct i ve .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  I   was

a b l e  t o  c o m p e n s at e  fo r  t h i s

t h ro u g h  c re at i ve  u s e  of

j o u r n a l s ,  l et t e rs ,  n ews  st o r i e s ,  

Author's maternal grandfather and
young author on tractor, north of

Granite, 1945. 

Author’s mother was a pretty farm
girl from Granite. She was the 1941

Homecoming Queen at Southwestern
College in Weatherford.

fe e l  g o o d

w r i t i n g  as ks

i m p o r t a nt

q u e st i o n s ,  i s  t r u t hfu l ,  a n d

b r i n g s  a  b i t  of  s u n l i g ht  i n

t h e  e n d .  A n d —t o  p a ra p h ras e

t h e  w r i t e r  Wa l l ac e  St e g n e r

— I  fe e l  t r u t h  i s  oft e n  b e st

t o l d  as  f i ct i o n .

Jim Logan’s grandfather, Doug
Logan, before prison sentence. Old
Mr. Tener, of western-wear fame,
once called him 'a real cowboy.' 


